
From: Brian Hollingshead [mailto:hollingshead@telus.net]  
Sent: July-19-17 4:18 PM 
 
Subject: Ferry Traffic, June 2017 

FACChairs, 

 

By any reckoning, June had to be a banner month for ferry traffic.  Every route, with the exception of Rte 13, 

passenger service to Keats and Gambier Islands, showed significant increases.  Vehicles and passengers.  From 

30,000 ft, we see passenger traffic up 4.3% over last June, with vehicles up 5.6%.  These numbers bring the 

YTD numbers up a bit.  YTD numbers all good, if slightly lower.  Graphs and BCF data attached. 

 

June traffic for both the system and the Minors shows steady increases for the past three years (graphs 3 and 

4).  This is consistent with the general pattern for all the months. 

 

Graph 5 suggests that if the weather holds, the summer traffic pattern of last year may repeat this year.  While 

the fires that accompany the hot weather haven’t had a significant effect on coastal areas, they will very likely 

dampen any plans residents of the interior might have had for fun vacations.  That said, the sustained sunny 

weather is a magnet for tourists.  The Canadian dollar, floating between seventy-five and eighty cents, is 

another draw. 

 

While the Northern routes are hard to predict, they’re both getting into summer season and doing well.  Again, 

barring any substantial fire activity along the way, their summer prospects, the big money months, look 

encouraging (graph 6). 

 

Graphs 7 and 8, the big picture ones, remind us that traffic has come back substantially over the past two 

years.  But it still has a considerable distance to go to equal its 2008 levels or to catch up to where it might have 

been with more modest fare increases in line with inflation.  Like, looking good, but working to overcome a 

decade long set-back.   

 

There are a few traffic related matters on the table.  Have a look at the traffic per day attachment.  The various 

graphs indicate that traffic has been steadily growing between 2014 and 2017, though not as much so far this 

year.  Slurpy winter and spring weather could have been a factor in this year's slowed growth.  It remains to be 

seen if the summer traffic tops last year’s levels.  In any event, the traffic growth on the Minors is our focus 

today.  As well as Minor route traffic growing generally, some of our routes are showing unprecedented 

overloads on popular sailings.  The NDP committed to a 15% fare reduction on the non-major routes and return 

of the free M-F seniors' fares.  If this comes to pass, it will boost traffic.  So, the question . . .  how is BCF 

planning for known and probable Minor route traffic growth in the coming years, wrt sizing replacement 

vessels, redeploying vessels between routes?  Are regular overloads (code for ‘customers left behind') now 

seen as the new normal?  

 

With respect to the non-Majors fare roll back discussions, we have always included Rte 3 as a non-major for the 

obvious reason that the route suffered the same over-size fare hikes and fuel surcharges as the Minor and 

Northern routes.  Any corrective action needs to include Rte 3. 

 

Crystal ball time:  It appears system traffic is on target for another good year, quite possibly surpassing last 

year’s traffic levels.  The gains appear to apply across the board to all three route groups and pretty well all 

routes. 

 

Comments and questions always welcome. 

 

Brian 


